Weedon Parish Council

Clerk to the Council Mrs Barbara Mitchell

Draft Minutes of the Meeting of Weedon Parish Council held in The Old School Room

On Saturday 13th October 2012 at 3pm

PRESENT: 
Cllr Rose (Chair ), Cllr Measures, Cllr Sellers, Cllr Winnett, Cllr Ashurst, 

Clerk Barbara Mitchell, 8 members of the public and 2 visitors.
32 members of the public attended the open viewing of the plans prior to the meeting.

186.  Receive Apologies: to accept apologies for absence.
Cllr Kett, Cllr Jameson-Evans.
187.  Public Meeting Open Forum Adjournment: to allow public participation. The Open Forum    session was divided into three parts – one general (187.1), and one on each of the planning applications (190.1 and 191.1).
187.1 Open Forum General

Questions/comments raised by parishioners were as follows:

A “Keep Weedon Green Action Group” has been formed by residents, to protect the Parish Plan and advise on clear objections to planning applications. To become a member villagers can e-mail keepweedongreen@gmail.com 
188.  Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: 
There were no personal or prejudicial interests declared.
189.  To confirm the minutes of the last meeting held on 3rd October 2012
The minutes of the meeting were agreed and duly signed and dated.

190. Planning 12/00739/AOP Land north of Weedon Hill Major Development Site for B1        employment development, residential development of up to 120 units and Park and Ride      facility.

190.1 Public Meeting Open Forum Adjournment: to allow public participation.
Questions/comments raised by parishioners were as follows:

Does the area currently have outline planning permission?

There is outline planning permission (given as part of the permission for Weedon Hill MDA, now Buckingham Park) for a park and ride on part of the application site ie. at the southern corner, with access from the western link road roundabout. No steps have been taken by Bucks CC/AVDC to develop this park-and-ride.
If the development goes ahead, will Weedon Parish Council ask for the parish boundary to be redrawn, as currently the existing park-and-ride permitted land is in Buckingham Park, while the rest of the application site is in Weedon parish?
Possibly, as it would make sense for the whole of a development to be in only one parish.
Is the proposed new park and ride the same size as the previous permitted park and ride on the other side of the road?

Yes.
The proposed new park-and-ride is described as “left-in left-out”. How will traffic leaving the park and ride turn right, and how will traffic coming from the western link road (needing to turn right) turn into it?

Traffic leaving the park and ride will need to turn left and go around the roundabout before heading back towards Whitchurch. The problem will be turning right into the park and ride coming from the 
Aylesbury/western link road direction, as this will apparently only be permitted for buses. Where would the northbound traffic turn around to come back towards the park-and-ride?
Additional traffic will put pressure at the traffic lights especially at the Horse and Jockey where it is already slow. There seem to be no additional plans to assist with the southbound traffic into 

Elmhurst. The traffic data seems to have been based on a survey taken on one day during the Easter school holidays in March 2012.
A member of the public proposed that the Parish Council should OPPOSE the application. 7 voted in favour, with none against, and 1 abstention, as she was a Buckingham Park parish councillor, not a Weedon parishioner. 
An extended date for replies has been requested both for the public and the parish council, due to the extremely late arrival of the application documents with the PC.
190.2  Parish Council session
Cllr Measures proposed that the Parish Council OPPOSE the application as it:

· is beyond the current development of Aylesbury

· is not part of the Aylesbury Vale Local Plan
· is outside the designated Weedon Hill/Buckingham Park MDA 

· will cause further deterioration of the traffic jams on the A413

· will impact on urbanisation of the countryside

· conflicts with RA14 of the current Local Plan
These were unanimously agreed, and additional comments were suggested, including:
· office provision should be in town centres, according to national planning guidelines.
· is there a need for more business units in the current economic climate?
· the park-and-ride would be better sited in the original location due to traffic access off the roundabout

· no landscape or historical environmental surveys appear to have been carried out on the very attractive agricultural field with 200-year-old heritage of ridge-and-furrow proposed as the new site for the park and ride.
· a reference to lack of opposition from the public on the website is no doubt due to the delay in consultation as Watermead, Buckingham Park and Weedon Parish Councils were not correctly informed by AVDC.
It was agreed that Cllr Rose should draft a response letter and circulate it.

191. Cooks Hill Planning Application Update.  12/02010/APP The Old Stables Cooks Hill. Change of use of land to residential caravan site including removal of two stables.

191.1 Public Meeting Open Forum Adjournment: to allow public participation.
Questions/comments raised by parishioners were as follows:

The Chairman welcomed the applicant and agent to the meeting. The agent works for Floating     Support part of the Gypsy Council. He gave a brief background to the current status of sites in Bucks and the unmet need. He confirmed that the family does not have any links to Weedon but live in Aylesbury Vale. Details were given of the ages of the children and their current health and educational   requirements.
The owner of the field confirmed that there was water and sewerage on site but electricity would need to be connected from the supply at the bottom of the field.

A member of the public stated that building a residential home in that location would not be permitted, and would be objecting to this application to preserve the current size and appearance of the village and for no other reason.
191.2 Parish Council session
It was agreed to proceed to prepare the PC’s opposition response to the application, as agreed at the meeting of 3rd October, taking account of the additional information given.
192. Newville Sub-station. To discuss the comments from AVDC. 
Deferred to next meeting.
193. Finance / Accounts

The Council resolved to draw the following cheques.
Wendy Kett





Cheque no 1103
£38.00

Michelle Jackson




Cheque no 1104
£31.22

Clerk salary and expenses



Cheque no 1105
£307.07

194. To agree the date of next meeting.
An additional meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 7th November 2012 at 8pm in the upstairs committee room of the Old Schoolroom to discuss a limited agenda to particularly cover the play area grant application which needs to be submitted to WREN before Cllr Rose goes on leave. 

The scheduled normal bi-monthly meeting on 21st November will also go ahead at 8pm in the Old Schoolroom.
The meeting closed at 4.45pm
                
Signed......................................................................Dated.............................................
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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